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Individuals who are unable to read or use this document because of a disability may contact the departmental 
publications officer and ask for it to be transcribed into a more accessible medium, such as audiotape, braille or 
large print. The department will take every reasonable step to ensure that access is provided. 


FOREWORD 


RS LIOR 


FROM THE REGISTRAR OF THE CANADIAN FIREARMS REGISTRY, RCMP 


Since 1934, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police has been mandated by the Criminal Code to maintain a central registry of 
all restricted firearms in Canada. The Canadian Firearms Registry (CFR) is proud to administer this function on behalf of 
Canadians. 


Section 93 of the Firearms Aci states: 


the Registrar shall as soon as possible after the end of each calendar year and at such other times as the Solicitor General of 
Canada may, in writing, request, submit to the Solicitor General a report, in such form and including such information as the 
Solicitor General may direct, with regard to the administration of this Act. 


The Registry’s old data bank, called the Restricted Weapon Registration System (RWRS) is being replaced by the newly 
upgraded Canadian Firearms Registration System (CFRS). The CFRS data bank will not only contain records of all cur- 
rently restricted firearms registered in Canada, but will also enable the CFR to capture and store all the new data entries for 
rifles and shotguns (non-restricted firearms) that must be registered by January 1, 2003. 


The CER issues all registration certificates, authorizations to import and export firearms for businesses and all interprovin- 
cial and international carriers licences. The CFR is also responsible for the development and maintenance of the Firearms 
Reference Table (FRT) -- an electronic firearms encyclopedia -- and for the operation and management of a national verifiers 
network. The verifiers in this national network will ensure the quality of data submitted to the CFRS by confirming that 
registered firearms exist and are accurately described on registration application forms. 


All registry employees are proud to work towards the improved safety of the Canadian public by using the new administra- 
tive and technological tools which have been demanded by our increase in responsibility. Future annual reports from the 
Registry should give our clients a clearer glimpse into these advances and the future of firearms registration in Canada. 


J.A.J. Buisson, Superintendent 
Registrar 
Canadian Firearms Registry 


CANADIAN FIREARMS REGISTRY 


MISSION: 


The Canadian Firearms Registry is dedicated to the enhancement of public safety through the accurate identification and 
registration of firearms in partnership with all Canadians. 


MANDATE: 


The Canadian Firearms Registry, a National Police Service, is mandated to: 


1. establish, administer and maintain Canada’s firearms Registry; 
2. issue businesses authorizations to import and export firearms; 
3. issue international and interprovincial firearm carrier licences; 
assist the law enforcement community in tracing firearms including those used in the commission of crime; 


4 

5. support the law enforcement community in curtailing the illegal movement of firearms; 

6. establish, administer and maintain a national network of firearms verifiers to accurately identify firearms; 
7 


work with the law enforcement community to prevent persons who pose a threat to public safety from possessing or 
having access to firearms; 


8. develop and maintain the Firearms Reference Table to enhance the accuracy of identifying firearms and other regulated 
items; 


9. provide an Annual Report to the Solicitor General of Canada on the administration of the Firearms Act. 
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With reference to tables 1, 2, 3, 4, 17 18, 19, 20, 21, 23 as well as charts 1, 2, 6, 7 and 8; statistical numbers 


reflect a "snapshot" of what is presently on the system at the point in time the "snapshot" was taken. 


Introduction 


The statistics contained in this report were obtained from 
the Canadian Firearms Registry (CFR), the Canadian Po- 
lice Information Centre (CPIC), and the Chief Provincial/ 
Territorial Firearms Officers (CFO’s) of each province and 
territory. Statistics in this report will represent the pe- 
riod from January 1, 1998 to November 30, 1998 for CFO 
data only. All data extracted from CPIC and RWRS 
will represent the period from January 1, 1998 to De- 
cember 31, 1998. The Firearms Act was implemented 
December 1, 1998. 


The Registrar maintains the CFR in RCMP Headquarters, 
Ottawa. In the Registry is kept a record of: 


(a) every registration certificate issued under section 109 
The Criminal Code of Canada; 


(b) every registration certificate revoked under C.C. sub- 
section 112(1); 


(c) every application for a registration certificate refused 
under C.C. subsection 1 12(3); 


(d) every permit issued under C.C. subsection 110(5) re- 
voked under C.C. subsection 112(2); 


(e) every application for a permit under C.C. subsection 
110(5) refused under C.C. subsection 112(4); 


(f) every application for a firearms acquisition certificate 
refused; 


(g) every prohibition order made under C.C. section 100 or 
paragraph 103(6)(b); and 

(h) every probation order to which a condition referred to 
in paragraph 732(3)(d) is attached. 


The above legislative provisions were set out in part III of 
the Criminal Code prior to December 1, 1998. 


The CFR is responsible for the registration of all restricted 
weapons in Canada. This registry is called the Restricted 
Weapon Registration System (RWRS). 


The registration data entered onto the RWRS system is peri- 
odically updated on the Canadian Police Information Cen- 
tre (CPIC) computer system. CPIC information is available 
24 hours a day to all CPIC users and Accredited Law En- 
forcement Agencies in Canada. On December 1, 1998 the 
RWRS System was replaced by the Canadian Firearms Reg- 
istration System (CFRS) which is also accessible through 
Cric. 

In addition, the CFR -- with the co-operation of provincial 
and territorial CFOs -- is responsible for or involved in: 


* the publication and the maintenance of the National 
Firearms Manual (On December 1, 1998 responsibility 
for the Manual transferred to the Department of Jus- 


tice); 
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¢ the creation and implementation of restricted weapon 
related forms as per the Criminal Code; (on December 
1, 1998 responsibility for all forms transferred to the 
Minister of Justice). 


¢ the issuance of Criminal Code controlled permits to 
police agencies and Chief Firearms Officers; 


* representing the RCMP at CFO and Justice Department 
conferences; 


* providing advice / assistance to other accredited law 
enforcement agencies when requested; 


* — issuing Certified Copies / Affidavits of restricted weap- 
ons registration information to Police Agencies for court 
purposes; 

¢ — the issuance of replacement C-306 certificates to regis- 
trants who have changed address via Form C-301; 


¢ — liaison with CPIC personnel for the maintenance of the 
Restricted Weapon Registration System; 


* responding to queries on firearms and firearms regis- 
tration related matters; 


e the Canadian Firearms Tracing Program; 


¢ the compilation and preparation of the statistical data 
for the Annual Firearms Report to the Solicitor General 
of Canada and other related police administration re- 
sponsibilities emanating from the firearms control pro- 
visions of the Criminal Code. 


Due to changes in Canada’s firearms legislation, future edi- 
tions of the Annual Report will be quite different from this 
and previous publications. The new Firearms Act, which 
will came into force on December 1, 1998, establishes a 
licensing system to possess and acquire firearms and a uni- 
versal firearms registration system. Individuals must ob- 
tain a licence by January 1, 2001. This licence must be 
renewed every five years. Rather than one category of li- 
cence, as with the current FAC system, owners will be able 
to hold either a “possession-only” license or a “possession 
and acquisition” license. There are separate license catego- 
ries for minors and for those who wish to acquire a cross- 
bow. 


The registration of all firearms also began on December 1, 
1998. Individuals have until January 1, 2003, to register all 
their firearms and re-register their restricted firearms. When 
the Firearms Act came into effect, the current Permits to 
Convey and Permits to Transport were replaced by Authori- 
zations to Transport and Authorizations to Carry. As with 
the previous system, the Authorization to Transport will be 
required only for restricted or prohibited firearms, not for 
non-restricted rifles and shotguns. 
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The Firearms Identification System / The 
Firearms Reference Table (FRT) 


Previous legislation required all Restricted Firearms (mostly 
handguns) to be registered. Under the new legislation all 
firearms (both long arms and hand guns) will be subject to 
registration. 


Accurate firearms descriptions will be essential for the suc- 
cess of this new system. 


Ensuring Accuracy: From FIS to FRT 


The precursor of the Firearms Reference table the Firearms 
Identification System (FIS) was designed to provide the law 
enforcement community with an automated reference guide 
to firearms related data. This data was arranged to assist the 
officer / agency in the identification of the firearm. 
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FIS contained a number of search capabilities which allowed 
the user to input one or more relevant pieces of information 
about the firearm in question (ie: make and/or model), search 
the database, and retrieve a set of results. 


FIS also provided a visual representation of the firearm. 
Original digitized images of thousands of firearms were ac- 
quired by accessing various firearms collections around the 
world. These images are then linked with the corresponding 
researched text to provide a full textual and visual descrip- 
tion of the firearm. Approximately 4 to 6 images were ac- 
quired for each firearm. 


NM 


In 1998, the FIS application was migrated to an enhanced 
technical platform. The new tool was renamed the Firearms 
Reference Table_(FRT). The FRT follows the same princi- 
pals and goals as the FIS application. The FRT is not only 
accessible as a stand alone application on compact disk but 
it is also available online to users of the Canadian Firearms 
Registration System (CFRS). 


Model 
Modéle 


Serial No./ 
No. de série 


The FRT provides a universal firearms reference in one cen- 
tralized location. Law enforcement agencies without ac- 
cess to large amounts of printed reference material to assist 
in firearm identification can now turn to one easy to use 
electronic source. 


The success of the Firearms Identification System was its 
ability to replace manual functions with automation. The 
expanded data and more robust search capabilities contained 
in the Firearms Reference Table will no doubt improve on 
the enviable record of its predecessor. 


THE CANADIAN FIREARMS TRACING 
PROGRAM 


The Canadian Firearms Tracing Program was established 
by the Canadian Firearms Registry (CFR) to assist law en- 
forcement agencies investigating crimes involving firearms. 
With the assistance of the Department of Justice, the CFR 
has been making presentations to law-enforcement agen- 
cies across Canada highlighting the benefits of firearms trac- 
ing. 

A succesful firearms trace establishes the history of a fire- 
arm and its trail from the original manufacturer or importer 
to the firearm dealer and, eventually, the individual who 
purchased the firearm. 


There are three ways to trace a firearm: 


1) Using the Restricted Weapons Registration System 
(RWRS) restricted and prohibited firearms in Canada 
can be traced back from the present registrant to the 
first time the firearm entered the system; 


2) If the firearm was manufactured or imported through the 
United States, it can be traced through the American 
Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms (BATF). The 
BATF does not, however, have an automated registry 
of firearms owners at their disposal. When a firearm is 
traced, members of the BATF have to contact the manu- 
facturer or importer by phone or fax to establish the 
firearm’s buyer; 


3) If a firearm is manufactured outside North America and 
not imported through the United States then it is traced 
through Interpol to the country where it was manufac- 
tured. 


REGISTRAR 


As described in Section 83(2) of the Firearms Act, the Reg- 
istrar is responsible and accountable for the administration 
and direction of the Canadian Firearms Registry. 


OPERATIONAL SUPPORT OFFICER: 


The Operational Support Officer will be responsible for as- 
sisting the Registrar in the day to day management of the 
Registry. The OSO will also be delegated responsibility for 
most of the Registrar’s legal functions and for implement- 
ing all work plans necessary to fulfill the Registry’s. project 
requirements under the Firearms Act. 


ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: 


Provides assistance to the Registrar and the Operational 
Support Officer in the day to day management of the Regis- 
try and the Firearms Act Project. 


SPECIAL PROJECTS ADVISOR: 


Responsible for representing the Registrar on such issues as 
the development and implementation of the Canadian Fire- 
arms Registration System (CFRS), analysing CFRS func- 
tionality and performance and acting as a liaison between 
the Registry and the Department of Justice, Revenue Canada 
and the Central Processing Site. The Special Projects Advi- 
sor is also responsible for identifying procedural alterna- 
tives to accommodate legislative or technological changes, 
management of special projects within the Registry and for- 
mulating progress reports with reference to ongoing projects. 
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FIREARMS ACT PROJECT COORDINA- 
TION SECTION: 


This temporary section is responsible for liaison between 
the CFR and the Department of Justice Firearms Act Pro- 
gram, the RCMP (Canadian Firearms Registry, Central Fo- 
rensic Laboratory, Informatics, CPIC, Training and Com- 
munications), other accredited law enforcement agencies and 
provincial authorities. 


REGISTRATION SECTION: 


This section processes applications to register firearms, per- 
mits, and other related documents. It will continue to func- 
tion in its present state, until the scheduled implementation 
of the Firearms Act and supporting regulations are completed 
on January 1, 2003. Since December 1, 1998 this section 
has also been responsible for the issuance of interprovincial 
and international carriers licences. The registration section 
will be responsible for the issuance of firearms import and 
export authorizations to businesses and museums starting 
January 1, 2001. 


LEGISLATION AND REGULATIONS 
SECTION: 


This section is responsible for developing and recommend- 
ing amendments to the Criminal Code, firearms legislation 
and regulations, as well as RCMP Operational, Administra- 
tive and CPIC manuals as they pertain to firearms. The Leg- 
islation and Regulations Section also analyses and responds 
to complex requests for information and action from private 
citizens, federal departments, police agencies, Chief Fire- 
arms Officers and other RCMP sections. Legislation and 
Regulations section is also responsible for compiling and 
preparing the Registrar’s Annual Report to the Solicitor 
General and managing the Canadian Firearms Tracing Pro- 
gram. 


Legislation and Regulations Section consists of 5 units: 
- Statistical Unit 

- Firearms Information Centre (Help Desk) 

- Correspondence Unit 

- Policy Unit 


- Data Management Unit 


CERTIFICATION SECTION 


The Certification Section is comprised of the Verification 
Unit and the Accreditation Unit. 


The Verification Unit is engaged in verifying firearms de- 
scriptions. Non-restricted, restricted and prohibited firearms 
are verified through definitive comparison to the Firearms 
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Reference Table (FRT), prior to registration or re-registra- 
tion. The Accreditation Unit provides CPIC services within 
the Registry and participates in determining the eligibility 
of persons to acquire or possess firearms. 


NATIONAL VERIFIERS NETWORK 


The manager of this section is responsible for planning, de- 
veloping, implementing and maintaining the operational 
parameters of a Canada-wide program of firearms verifiers. 
The National Verifiers Network will be comprised of civil- 
ians across Canada with basic firearms knowledge. These 
individuals are likely to be affiliated with or employed by 
firearms dealers and gun clubs. These Verifiers will be trained 
in the use of the Firearms Reference Table and will use it to 
verify the identification of firearms for individuals and busi- 
nesses wishing to transfer them. This Network will provide 
a valuable assistance to the public while increasing the effi- 
ciency and accuracy of information entered into the Cana- 
dian Firearms Registration System. 


FIREARMS IDENTIFICATION SECTION 


This section was responsible for developing the Firearms 
Identification System, which is now known as the Firearms 
Reference Table. The text-only FRT database has been inte- 
grated into the CFRS. A text and image version of the FRT 
is available to Verifiers, police agencies, Customs Officers 
and Chief Firearms Officers on CD-Rom . 


This section is also responsible for Firearms Research to 
assist the RCMP and police forces across Canada with iden- 
tification of and/or technical information regarding firearms, 
ammunition and prohibited devices. 


The Firearms Identification Section also provides support 
to applicants registering and transferring long arms and re- 
registering restricted weapons. 


ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT SECTION 


This section plans, directs and coordinates the operations of 
administrative support for the Canadian Firearms Registry. 
This work includes formulation of work plan packages and 
managing the delivery of human and financial resource ser- 
vices. This section works in partnership with the Registrar, 
other Section Heads and employees of the Registry in es- 
tablishing a healthy and productive work environment. 
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Firearms Registration Statistics - 1997 
“Snapshot” 


TOTAL NUMBER OF RESTRICTED WEAPONS 
AS OF 97-12-31 


REGISTERED ............ccsccsscosssesses eaaebederascsccassteuns 992,963 
(does not reflect de-registrations). 
BSE CORDED aicassciscottsctosonsscsteteecesesetenetiocesess soos 208,677 


(Firearms reported by businesses- these restricted firearms 
are not registered) 


DTA ein rccctctcatecssscscestonseedcecseaes Bepecosereheteracane nee 1,201,640 


*TOTAL NUMBER OF RESTRICTED WEAPONS AS OF 
98-12-31. 


ROG TS CPO DB s osisscduteteacosoadtencecnsescettembnscecosteten 990,199 
(does not reflect de-registrations). 
RE CORDED ieitrrcvcssosetrcrecnccecotetttesescasente Bs scaeeseeeee 214,799 


(Firearms reported by businesses- these restricted firearms 
are not registered) 


1,204,998 


00000000000 000000008909000 0000 COST OOSOSODOOOSOOS OOOO SOR05008 
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INCREASE IN RESTRICTED WEAPONS 1997 TO 1998. 
REGISTERED AND RECORDED ................:000 3,359 


* The total restricted and recorded firearms reflects a “snapshot’ of what is 
presently on the system at the point in time the “snapshot ‘“ was taken. Includes 
1998 registrations as well as pre 1998 registrations. 


Number of Actual Registrations 1998 


TOTAL NUMBER OF RESTRICTED WEAPONS 1998. 


IRE GIS TERED ee ies ccessseeccssesclectonee A cepaspetnathestetateaes 20,018 
(does not reflect de-registrations). 
RECORDED ........... Bre acetal acs seteaerascusnce ceseccorees 42,786 


(Firearms reported by businesses- these restricted firearms 
are not registered) 
DOTA LT i sesctetpeossesesees Eecnscasdumassticnson dae tmessavecsneseeiseren 62,804 


RESTRICTED WEAPON REGISTRATION CERTIFI- 
CATES (RWRC) WITHDRAWN FROM THE REGISTRY 


LIN ES ss nceettnee «<< s MRE «cosh Rs ope ARIE pn cee Pp vet 16,542 
ANTIQUE = 194 

DESTROYED= 12,772 

EXPORTED = 1,909 

OTHER** = 1,667 


Other * Rebarreled, de-activated firearms, etc. 


Table 1. Total number of Registered and Recorded Firearms by Owner for 1998 


ADDRESS* 


REGISTRATION | 8 188 3674 | 42 596 pais 118 | 157 825 | 365711 |37 109 | 49 631 ar ta 9s 615 | 2 671 3 378 99) 199 
CERTIFICATES 
AGENCIES fon [ans | 3 897 23 062 | 55 788 5875 | 13 709 jon [as 539 143 247 


et CeCe vx 
ee mf [oD T+ [om 
TOTAL 9 263 4320 | 48562 | 40389 | 201 255 | 444510 | 44 743 137 435 | 188 746 | 2 970 3 650 1 204 998 


* Unknown Address - RCMP handguns require no address but are recorded to each member. These also include old certificates with 


mae [ef fm |e 


incomplete addresses. 


Table 2. Total number Registered and Recorded Firearms Owners 1998 


-aegsrasti0N| 4 761 2 120 
CERTIFICATES 


nici ai =f [a [a [oa fom 
l 0 5 9 12 48 i teledanlG 
4869 12163 | 25145 | 23094 | 95133 |176910 | 20281 | 27024 | 60577 | 85787 |1427 | 1884 | 11.495 


* Unknown Address - RCMP handguns require no address but are recorded to each member. These also include old certificates with 


incomplete addresses. 
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Chart 1: Registered and Recorded Restricted Weapons in Canada 1987-1998 


1400000 
1221 179 | 246.028 1 251 770 


1211 521 4 904 640 1 204 998 
4200000 
1 054 625 
1000000 Ta a i 
693 505 923 125 
800000 
600000 
400000 
200000 3 
0 


1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 


Sn [A SEOs 
8 618 38 608] 193 a4] 424505 4] 242) 61 462) 129 778) 178 sa] 2033 | 3aa6 | aaa [1 aeany 
416 1204 SLO Se AAD 2 2022, 916 5 397 7 372 


bale 


17 


oo 
— 
| 
un 


ow 
> 
oe) 
co 


> 
Sse _— 
we So Lo) Nn 
oS a 
w=) 
S a 
Sa cs 
~ 
le 
ia 
! |-[ a] =. 
mM —— 
co 


Unknown Address - RCMP handguns require no address but are recorded to each member. These also include old certificates with 
incomplete addresses. 


Unknown Type - Old certificates collected under a manual registration system, that have the type fields as a blank entry 
** Commercial version - A firearm design which is a semi-automatic version of a traditional military and police full-automatic firearm. 
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Table 4: Restricted Weapons Per Province / Territory by “ACTION” 1998 
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Revolver 6 599 | 22 


to 
Ps 
wm 


Semi Automatic 18 427 
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Fully Automatic 


Converted Automatic 


Air, Spring or Gas 


Bolt Action 13 


Single Shot 219 138 1 609 29 
Unknown Action** 1 42 


TOTAL 9263 | 4320 
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Restricted Weapon Registration Certificates 
Refused / Revoked 


THE NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS FOR RESTRICTED 
WEAPON REGISTRATION CERTIFICATES “RE- 
FUSED” BY THE COMMISSIONER IN THE INTER- 
ESTS OF SAFETY (Criminal Code SUB-SECTION 112 


eeoseccccescoce 


THE NUMBER OF RESTRICTED WEAPON REGIS- 
TRATION CERTIFICATES “REVOKED” BY THE COM- 
MISSIONER IN THE INTERESTS OF SAFETY (Crimi- 
nal Code SUB-SECTION 112(1)) 


1991 1992 


at 1988 1989 1990 


REFUSED 


tr 


2 4 | 18903) 24 267 | 55 700 | 79 554 
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Table 5: Restricted Weapon Registration Certificates Refused/Revoked 1988-1998 
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TOTAL 
15 775 


624 476 


505 964 


1 804) 36191 | 71 869 | 95 520 


11 812 


1 507 


4 357 5 995 


4 195 


13 439 | 1 204 998 


44743) 65716 | 137 435 | 188 746 2970 


Unknown Address - RCMP handguns require no address but are recorded to each member. These also include old certificates with 


Unknown Action - Old certificates collected under a manual registration system, that have the action field as a blank entry 


Under previous legislation, the Commissioner of the RCMP 
could refuse to issue or could revoke a registration certifi- 
cate when given notice of any matter that rendered it desir- 
able in the interests of the safety of the applicant, the regis- 
trant, or any other person, that the applicant should not pos- 
sess a restricted weapon (Criminal Code sub-section 112(1), 
112(3)). 
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1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 TOTAL 


REVOKED 


TOTAL 
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Chart 2: Registered and Recorded Restricted Weapons by Province/Territory 1998 
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* Unknown Addresses - RCMP handguns require no address but are recorded to each member. 
These also include old certificates with incomplete addresses. 


The Firearms Acquisition Certificate ( FAC ) 
System 


Prior to the Firearms Act a person 18 years of age or over, 
who acquired a firearm, had to first obtain an FAC. (Sec. 97 
(3) C.C.) It was an offence for anyone to sell, barter, give, 
lend, transfer or deliver a firearm to a person who did not 
possess a valid FAC at the time of the transaction. (Sec. 97 
(1) C.C) Once obtained, an FAC was valid throughout 
Canada for 5 years. 


Any person or member of a class of persons designated as a 
firearms officer, in writing, by the Attorney General of a 
province or the Commissioner of the RCMP, could process 
and approve an application for an FAC which was issued 
by the local firearms officer, but produced by the office of 
the Chief Firearms Officer (C.F.O). 


From 94-01-01 (with later dates in some Provinces/Territo- 
ries) an FAC applicant had to show that he/she had success- 
fully completed an approved course or test relating to the 
safe handling, use of, and laws relating to firearms. (Sec. 
106 (2) C.C). This course is still necessary under the new 
legislation in order to obtain a possession and acquisition 
license. 


A person who wished to acquire a firearm in order to hunt 
or trap to sustain himself/herself, or his/her family also had 
to have an FAC. However, there was no fee collected in 
these cases. Unless an applicant had a valid FAC when he / 
she applied, an FAC could not be issued until a 28 day 
waiting period had elapsed. (Sec. 106: (1) C.C) 


Until their expiration, Firearms Acquisition Certificates will 
be recognized as a valid licence under the Firearms Act. 
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Tabie 6: Firearms Acquisition Certificates ae 1998 
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Table 7: Firearm ee Certificates Refused 1998 
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Chart 3: Firearms Aquisition Certificates Issued in Canada, 1987-1998 
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The increase in the number of FAC's issued in 1992 was due to new Firearms Legislation and increased new FAC 
fees coming into force in 1993. 

** Total number of FAC's issued in 1996 reflected an increase that was a result of a special program initiated by. the 
Government of Ontario exempting applicants from taking the Federal Firearms Safety Course in order to obtain 
an FAC. 


1998 Annual Firearms Report 
Chart 4: Firearms Acquisition Certificates Issued by Province/Territory 1998 
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The Firearms Permit System 


A firearm permit, be it a Permit to Carry (C-302), a Permit 
to Transport (C-301), or a Temporary Storage Permit (3273) 
could be issued by: 


a) the Commissioner of the RCMP; 

b) the Attorney General of a Province or Territory; 

c) the Chief Firearms Officer; or, 

d) aperson who had been designated in writing for 
that purpose by the Commissioner of the RCMP, 


or the Attorney General of the Province or Territory. 


Permit to Carry a Restricted Weapon (C-302) 


Under section 110(2) of the former Criminal Code a Permit 
to Carry could be issued only where the person authorized 
to issue it was satisfied that the applicant required the re- 
stricted weapon: 


ry 
NFLD PEI! NS NB QUE ONT MAN SASK ALTA BC NWT YK 


(1) to protect life; 


(2) for use in connection with his lawful profession or oc- 
cupation; 

(3) for use in target practice under the auspices of a shoot- 
ing club approved for the purposes of this section by 
the Attorney General of the province in which the pre- 
mises of the shooting club was located; or 


(4) for use in target practice in accordance with the condi- 
tions attached to the permit. 


Only the Commissioner of the RCMP or a person desig- 
nated in writing by him could issue an interprovincial Per- 
mit to Carry a restricted weapon that was required to protect 
life or required for use in connection with the applicant’s 
lawful profession or occupation. 
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eae 


c. Sec. 110(2)(e) CC. ee 42 5 10 
TOTAL 12 291 1 272 1 623 3674 | 7 296 


Table 9: Permits to Carry Refused/Revoked 1998 
Permits to Carry 
Refused NFLD QUE | ONT SASK | ALTA | BC | NWT YK | TOTAL 
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Te emporary Permit to Carry a Restricted under subsection (1). This temporary permit authorizes a 
Weapon person who does not reside in Canada to possess and carry 

a restricted firearm between the places specified in the per- 
Under Section 110 (2.1) C.C a Temporary Permit to Carry mit for use in a target shooting competition held under the 
could be issued by a person authorized to issue a permit auspices of a approved shooting club. 
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Table 10: Temporary Permits to reek (Sec. 110 (2.1) C.C) Issued/Refused/Revoked 1998 


REVOKED 


Permit to Transport a Restricted Weapon 
(Form C-301 ) 


A Permit to Transport was intended to allow a person to 
transport a restricted weapon from one location to another 
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where the firearm could be legally retained, for example: 
during a change of address, to display the firearm at a gun 
show, to transport the firearm for repair or to export the 
firearm. 


Table 11: Permits to Transport (Sec. 110 (3) C.C ) Issued / Refused / Revoked 1998 
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Permit to Temporarily Store a Restricted 
Weapon ( Form 3273 ) 


A temporary storage permit, which was valid for up to one 
year, allowed a person to transport a restricted weapon from 


the her/his usual dwelling house or ordinary place of busi- 
ness to another location for storage. 


(eg: during a temporary overseas posting or until such time 
the registrant had secure storage facilities). 


Table 12: Temporary Storage Permits (Sec. 110 (3.1) C.C) Issued/Refused/Revoked 1998 
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REFUSED 


Minor’s Sustenance Permit And Minor’s 
Permit 


The distinction between a minor’s sustenance permit (Sec- 
tion 110 (6) C.C) and a minor’s permit (Section 110 (7) 


0 


C.C) was that the former did not specify a minimum age 
requirement or conditions for supervision. 


In these cases, the applicant, under 18 years of age, required 
a firearm for personal or family sustenance. Minors could 
not possess restricted weapons. 


Table 13: Minor’s Sustenance Permits (Sec. 110 (6) C.C) Issued / Refused / Revoked 1998 


ISSUED 
REFUSED 
REVOKED 


ISSUED 
REFUSED 


REVOKED 
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Firearms and Ammunition Business/ Mu- 
seum Permit System (C-304) 


Section 105(1) C.C 


Stipulated that every person who operated a museum con- 
taining firearms or who carried on a firearms business, 
required a Firearms and Ammunition Business / Museum 
Permit. Those businesses were also obligated to meet the 
requirements set out in subsection 105 (1.1) C.C. The 
criteria used to determine the annual license fees payable 
by these businesses/museums were as follows: 


1) Selling at retail fewer than 50 firearms, other than 
restricted weapons, per year; 

2) Selling at retail 50 or more firearms, other than re- 
stricted weapons, per year; 

3) Selling at retail fewer than 50 firearms,including re- 
stricted weapons, per year; 

4) Selling at retail 50 or more firearms,including re- 
stricted weapons, per year; 

5) Selling at retail and wholesale restricted weapons or 
firearms; 


10) 


11) 


12) 


Manufacturing restricted weapons or firearms; 


Repairing, altering or modifying restricted weapons or 
firearms; 


Taking restricted weapons or firearms in pawn; 
Manufacturing ammunition; 


Buying ammunition for selling at wholesale or selling 
ammunition at wholesale; 


Buying ammunition for selling at retail or selling at retail 
ammunition; 


Storing firearms or restricted weapons; 


The number of firearms and ammunition business permits is- 
sued could reflect more than one category ( ie: retail sale of 
restricted weapons and gunsmithing). When businesses/mu- 
seums are involved in more than one activity they were re- 
quired to pay the greater fee. Permits which lasted less than 
one year cost one half of the annual fee. 


The number of firearms or restricted weapons sold at retail 
by a business was deemed to be the number sold by the busi- 
ness during a 12 month period immediately before the day of 
any application for issuance of a new permit. 
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Table 15: Firearms and Ammunition Business/Museum 
Permits Issued 1998 
NWT 
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Table 16: Firearms and Ammunition Business/Museum Permits 
Refused / Revoked In 1998 
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Subsection 112 (4)C.C. 


REVOKED 
Subsection 112 (2) C.C. 


NT | MAN 


pete de 
0 


Chart 5: Firearms and Ammunition Business/Museum Permits Issued 1987-1998 
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The Canadian Police Information Centre 
(CPIC) System 


The CPIC system uses a complex computer network, to trans- 
mit information to accredited law enforcement agencies 
across the country. These agencies use their CPIC termi- 
nals to access CPIC’s mainframe computers and data stor- 
age devices located at RCMP Headquarters in Ottawa. 


The CPIC system provides the law enforcement commu- 
nity with four data banks of operational information: In- 
vestigative, Identification, Intelligence and Ancillary data 
banks. 


The Investigative data bank contains, among other infor- 
mation, details on stolen or lost property such as firearms. 
The information in this data bank is contributed to and main- 
tained by accredited law enforcement agencies. 
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The Identification data bank contains criminal records, 
such as persons prohibited from having firearms. This in- 
formation is maintained by RCMP Information and Identi- 
fication Services on behalf of the contributing police agen- 
cies. 


Lost, stolen, missing, pawned and/or loaned firearms are 
entered on CPIC by contributing accredited law-enforcement 
agencies in the Investigative data bank under the property 
file. The primary category “gun” is used to describe these 
firearms. For CPIC purposes, the term “gun” means any 
barrelled weapon which can discharge a bullet or other pro- 
jectile. The gun must be identifiable by a unique serial 
number, firmly engraved, etched or stamped on it. The ex- 
piry date for “gun” records on CPIC is system-generated as 
indefinite. The status field is mandatory when entering a 
firearm on CPIC. 


1998 Annual Firearms Report 


Table 17: Firearms Reported Stolen, by “Type” in the Canadian Police Information Centre (CPIC) 


Since 1974 
at 
900 | 2902 
1471 | 1715 
3 006 
Table 18: Firearms Reported Stolen Recorded by “Type” in the Canadian Police Information Centre 
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(JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31) 1998 


RESTRICTED 
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RIFLES 
SHOTGUNS 
OTHER** 


TOTAL 


* (CFR) Canadian Firearms Registry workload entries onto CPIC. These entries have been separated from the rest of Ontario so as not to 
inflate Ontario’s figures. 
** Other - All other guns including Air Pistols. 


Table 19: Firearms Reported Lost or Missing, by “‘Type” Recorded in the Canadian Police Information 
Centre (CPIC) Since 1974 
Still in this Status as of 98- 12-31 


RESTRICTED 
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Table 20: Firearms Reported Lost or Missing by “‘Type’”’ Recorded in the 
Canadian Police Information Centre 
(JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31) 1998 
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Snapshot - Reflects what is present on the system at the point in time that the snapshot was taken. 


* (CFR) Canadian Firearms Registry workload entries onto CPIC. These entries have been separated from the rest of Ontario so as not to 
inflate Ontario’s figures. 
** Other - All other guns including Air Pistols. 


Chart 6: Lost, Missing or Stolen Firearms 1987-1998 
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Table 21: Recovered or Found Firearms Recorded in the Canadian Police Information Centre (CPIC) 
Since 1974 and 
still in this Status as of 98-12-31 
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RECOVERED/FOUND 127 
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RECOVERED/ FOUND 


Table 22: Recovered or Found Firearms Recorded in the Canadian Police Information Centre (CPIC) 
(JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31) 1998. 
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Firearms Prohibitions 


Firearms prohibitions are entered on the Canadian Police 
Information Centre (CPIC) computer system in the Prohib- 
ited Persons category by accredited law-enforcement agen- 
cies across Canada. Entries are made based on the outcome 
of court hearings. Prohibition orders fall under the Crimi- 
nal Code sections as indicated on the following page. 


A “Prohibited Firearms” entry includes a_ start date and an 
expiry date. When a prohibition on CPIC meets its expiry 
date, the entry is automatically removed. Expiry dates can 
be extended when additional information is received from 
the courts. In cases such as these, the entry would be modi- 
fied by the agency that originally entered the prohibition 
on CPIC. “Prohibited Firearms” entries are automatically 
routed by unsolicited message to the Canadian Firearms 
Registry (CFR). 


To ensure that young persons are treated in accordance with 
the provisions of the Young Offenders Act there is a specific 
field on the computer entry format which must be filled in 
if the prohibited subject is a young offender. 


Persons “Prohibited Firearms” as a result of a probation 
order are entered on CPIC in the “Probation” category. A 
prohibition order, however, cannot be longer than the proba- 
tion order (three years). If a firearms prohibition is longer 
than the probation order, a separate entry must be made un- 
der “Prohibited Firearms” category. 


Probation orders involving the prohibition of firearms are 
not automatically routed to CFR. It is up to the entering 
agency to include the CPIC terminal number for CFR when 
entering the court order so CFR is made aware of probation 
with “Prohibited Firearms” conditions. 
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Table 23: Persons Prohibited Firearms, Ammunition or Explosive Substances 1985 - 1998 


co 
Persons Prohibited firearms, 
ammunition or 
Explosive Substances 886 87 1 655 47] 14199 | 31650} 4060 4015 6 656 | 6 332 544 241 70 796 


Table 24: Persons Prohibited from Possessing Firearms, Ammunition or Explosive Substances 1998 


Persons Prohibited firearms, 
ammunition or 
Explosive Substances 


Chart 8: Persons Prohibited from Possessing Firearms 1987-1998 
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ORDERS IN COUNCIL 


1. ADDITIONS AND AMENDMENTS TO RE- 2. DELETIONS TO RESTRICTED OR PROHIB- 
STRICTED OR PROHIBITED WEAPONS ITED WEAPONS CATEGORIES BY ORDER IN 
BY ORDER IN COUNCIL COUN CIE ye svcstesssectctsanenttcrconsatertesrarenmncesscciateise .NIL 
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